F l L E D o STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
- JANUARY 8, 2007 DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

e s
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

CF : Administrative Action

DARREN JAMES, D.P.M. : ORDER OF REINSTATEMENT CF
: L.IMITED LICENSURE
ro PRACTICE PODIATRY
TN THE STATE OF NEW JERSZ:
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This matter was opened to the Board by respondent’'s
January 20, 2005 petrition for Reinstatemeant of mia license to
practice podiatric medicine in New Jerssy. BY way of kackground,
respondent’s license to practice was revcked effective April 26,

2000 following his conviction 1in both Federal and State Court for

=

vedicaid fraud. The Order of revocation provided that respondent
could reapply for licensure after two years, pbut that no credit
would be provided towards the two yesar period were respondent to
practice podiatry in any other jurisdiction. The Order alsc
provided that ha complete community service in a nop-podiatric
setting and pay certalin Costs and fees and complete a Board
approved ethics coursé.

Respondent initially applied for reinstatement ip Maxch
2003 but was denied as the Board concluded that he had practiced
podiatry in New vYork since at least January 2001 and therefore at

least fifteen of the twenty-four month peried of time before which

Furthey, the %Board

he could reapply should be considered tolled.
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found that respondernt did not truthfully answer the iennial
renewal 1n September 1999 regarding his licensure in other states.
Further, he had not then savisfied ths community service
requlirements. Finally, the Board was convinced that respondent had
not maintained current clinical competency. An Order filed June
20, 2003 memorialized the Board’s denial.

He appeared pro sg pefore a Committee of the Board on May
2%, 2005 to discuss his most yecent petition for reinstatement.
Respondent +restified that he made & major mistake - expressad
remorse for his pricr criminal acts and demonstrated satisfsction
of the reguirements of reinstatement involving community servics
arnd a minimum of Two years of no podiatric practice.

Additionally, respondent, at the Board’s suggestion,
submitted to a practice assessment by the New York Colilege of
podiatrie Medicine and has agreed to a reinstatement with
limitations and a program oOf remediation outlined herein.

1T IS THEREFORE on this 47y day of JANUARY , 2007

ORDERED that:

1. Respondent’s lilcense to practice podiatric medicirne
in New Jersey is hereby reinstated with limitations.

2. Respendent shall fully and successfully participate
in a remedial educatlion program conducted by the New York College
of Podiatric Medicine ("£he Program”) as follows:

(a} Respondent shall provide to the Frogram
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representative a minimum of twenty (z0) podiatric cases of his at

least guarterly but no more freguently than monthly for evaiuation.

fo Yl
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Tue lis= of cases for review skall be provided as £so0On

Respondent has performed the minimum 20 cases 1in the &reas

delineated herein. “he cases shall be relevant to the areas of
inrerral rmedicine, pathology, dermatology, muscaloskeletal
patholegy, infectious disease, and surgical decisicn

making/practice and sha.l be diverse ir nature.
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(b} Respondent shall select tha cases kas2d on

0

reievance to particular subject matter 1f so directed by the

Program and shall submit a brief syncpsis {approximacely 25 words)

o]
+h

sach case. Duplicate case€ submissions will not be corsidered as

(6]
W

tisfactory compliance with the Program.

(c) The Program representative shall then select
five (&) of respondent’s 20 cases for detailed review. Respondent
spall timely submit to the Program representative the treatment
petas, labeoratory reports, znd copies of radiographs which support
rhe assessment and management of the & cases se_.ected Dy the
frogram representative for detailed review.

(d) 1Initially, Respondent shall ensure that <the
Program is in receipt of the 20 cases (with synopsis) &s soon as he
has perfcrmed sufficient cases in the representative areas tO meet
the 20 case requirement. If Respordent’s volume of cases lncreases

to the point where the 20 case quota 1is met morthly, then he shall

Pyl YO C
CT oary? 17 Jan ZAb S ehae R XE 4 MHE 40 "I



submit the cases and synopsis by the 15th of the month in which the
review i3 scheduled. Said czse submission ard review shall
continue unsil the Program representative and the Director of
Medical Educatior determine and memorialize in writing to the Board
twaz further remediation of this nature should cease.

(e) Respondent shall ensure that personal health
care ‘dentifying information as per HIPAA is redacted from zll
submissions to the Program.

(f) Respondent shall cooperate fully with the
Directer of Medical Education of tne Board and with the Frogram
representative in the completion of additienal educatioral tasks
not limited to the corntent of the cases, the need for respordent to
engage in further study, welevant literature raview and case
discussion. Respondent snall setisfactoxily complete all
cducational assignments assigred to him by the kFrogram.

3. Respondent shall submit a $250.00 certified check to
the Program by the 15" day of the month along with the submission
of the 20 case list ard synopsis for Program review.

4, Respondent shall ensure that the Program reports to
the Director of Medical Education of the Beard at least Quarterly
during this period of case review regarding Respondent’ s
parcicipation and Erogrese. Tf in the discretion ¢f the Program or
the Directcr of Medical Education cof the Board the submissions are

consicered iradequate, Respondent shall comply with adgitional
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requegfg fer case review.

5. Respondent may inciude in hig poalainic,?ra:t4ae,5h@5.
invasive proceaures geneially gencideced to be fhe non surgical
practice of podiatx}z‘_i These Vf-a?c&(}\l{:k‘é;' 3v€ epwmgrated below and
shall not reguire the use of any anesthetic other than local.

toenail procedures

fazisien nd drainage or aBS£ess

treatment cf ulcers

removal of skin lesions

injections for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes

5. respondent shall currently be prohibite& fyom
performing any deeper sofr tTissue PF any OISEeUs syygical
srocedures or pErcedures genagrally ~onsidered the surgical practice

2

of podiatry.
7. Respondent may commence performing deeper scft
tissue and osseous surgical procedures of tne digits af such €ime

~ #ha Nivector of Medical Sducation of the Roard provides written

O]

notification to the Board, Respondent and the Fraogram that
respondent’ s remedial  edqcatian  pragram 1¢ satisfactorily

rogrescein and has reached a stage whereby he may conmence a
. Y Y

' The insurance sndustpy ya{u[remént tp bill for generally
accepted non surgical podiatric procedures with surgical codes
Will not change the meaning of this paragraph.

Inen surgicai podiatrie practice and surgcal podiatric
practice are defined wsing PI€A podiatric malpractice jagurancé
restrictions along with the agreement of The 2rogram.

>
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Timited surgical practice with the following conditions;

(a) PRespondent’s surgical practige is limited
solely to directly observed procedures as defined herein by a
Board pre-approved surgical preceptor at a licensed facility.

'5)  Respondent shall ensure that his surgzical
oreceptayr be pre-approved by the Director of Medical Education of
the Beard and sign a copy of this Order and respondent shall

provide the signed Order to the Director of Medical Education of

(¢c) Responcent shall ensure that the preceptor
directly observes all surgical procedur#&s urtil respondent has
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the precsptor, Program and
Director of Medical Education of the Board that he is competent in

csoft tissue and osseous surgery of the digits.
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id) Respondent shall satisfactorily compl:

i

educational assignments regarding current podlatric surgical
prastices assigned to him by the surgical preceptor.

{a) Respondent shall ensure that the surgical
osreceptor reports to the pirestor of Medical Education of the
Leard monthly durirng this period of direct surgical observatiocon.
Such reports should inciude the numksr and nature of cases
absarved and comments regarding all aspects of surgical judyement,
sk<1l and management observaed. The reports should also comment cr.

Respondent’s compliznce with successful completion of educational
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assignments that may be required by the surg.cal preceptor.

(£}  Respondent; at the time he submits an
application fox privileges at a 1icensed facility o per{wrm
surgical procedures shall Frovide a copy of this Crder of Limited
Licensure.

(g) Respwadent shall bz prohibited from pecforming
any metatarsal region surgical procedures (ircluding precepfcr
observed) until he has receivce wiitten notificstien €rpm the
Directer of Medical Zducation of the Beard that he may Ccommence
cepfocmance of these procédures,

(h] Respecndent shall easure that the gxec@pﬁpr
directly observes all surgeeal p:r::dqres wwt;l yefpendent has
demonstratad te the sa¢is€action of fhe precentor, Frogram and
Divector of Medical Education of the Beard that he is competent in
meratarsal region surgical procedules,

1. R@gpcmdent shall satisfactorily cwmplete any
€erther ppaéatyic gdﬁgatiﬁnai exp@rtences identmfﬁe& Auring the
remediaf prograng as necessary to addrezss any da{itiangies ﬁbszrved
by the Director of Medical Educafipn oéitkg.ﬁggrg% the Program @I
the surgical preceptor.

8. Respondent’s limited surgical privileges shall
continue to be directly observed amtil such time as respondent,
the Przogram and the surgical preceptor receive writfen notice £from

the Direczer of Medical Education of the anré that Adireet
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observaticon may cease.

9. Respondent shall ensure that MD, DO or DEM
repressntacive of the licensed facility where respendert holds
surgical privileges shall report biannually to the Director of
Medical Education of the Beard for the one year following
cessation of direcu observétion. This reporting tc include number
of cases, tachnical guality of work including surgical Jjudgement
and complications encountered if any.

10. Respondent is prohibited from engaging in surgery
of the mid-fooz, tarsus or ankle.

11. The educational plan and surgical monitoring t1f
respondent elects to engage in the surgical practice of p diatry
) is mandatory as & condition of limited license reinstatement and
respondent shall timely bear the costs of the progranm.

12. Respondent shall, within six months, of
reinstatenmant cf limited licensure successfully complete at his
own expenssa a course in podiatric billing and coding which is pre-
approved by the Director of Medical Education of the Board and
shall timely supply evidence of successful completion to the
Dire~tor of Medical Education of the Board.

13. Any violation of any terms 0% this agreement 13
grounds for the automatic suspénsion of responcdent’s license.
Upon five (5) days notice respondent may request a hearing limited

to the issue of violation of the Qrder.
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14, Respondent may petition the Boar d for modification
of thig Crdexr upon demonstration of successfui ¢oimpletion of the
Program, surgical preceptopship for soft tissue and osseous
surgery of digits as well as metatargal region and subssguent ong
(1) yeap g{‘ répap{ing, pioviging lhe has the support of the
Director of Medical Education.

STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

By:___
gindy Paul, M.D.

Bommanal Maemmd A

-

I nave read the within Crder

and anderstand it. I agree to
be pound by its terms and hereby
consent to it being entered cy
the New Jersey State Bcard of
Medical Examiners.

?receptor
To be signed and provided to the
Director of Medical Education of

the Board at the time of respondent’s
commencement of limited surgical
priviiedges.
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